Cerebrospinal fluid cholecystokinin, bombesin and somatostatin in schizophrenia and normals.
Cerebrospinal fluid from 31 normals and two groups of phenomenologically similar schizophrenics (n = 72) were collected by identical methods. Radioimmunoassay of CSF was carried out for somatostatin, bombesin, and cholecystokinin. One group of schizophrenics had increased baseline somatostatin and cholecystokinin, and decreased bombesin. No CSF gradient effect was found for the peptides nor were their levels affected by probenecid or pimozide treatment. An inverse correlation was found between bombesin and psychosis rating. Intercorrelation between the peptides and HVA, 5-HIAA, and MHPG were not significant.